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The White House

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release
June 13, 2010

Statement by the Press Secretary on
Israel's investigation into the flotilla
incident

Today, the Government of Israel took an important step forward in proposing an
independent public commission to investigate the circumstances of the recent tragic
events on board the flotilla headed for Gaza. Through a presidential statement of the
United Nations Security Council, the United States joined the international
community in condemning those acts which led to nine fatalities and many injuries on
board the flotilla, and supporting the completion of a prompt, impartial, credible, and
transparent investigation.

We believe that Israel, like any other nation, should be allowed to undertake an
investigation into events that involve its national security. Israel has a military justice
system that meets international standards and is capablé of conducting a serious and
credible investigation, and the structure and terms of reference of Israel’s proposed
independent public commission can meet the standard of a prompt, impartial,
credible, and transparent investigation. But we will not prejudge the process or its
outcome, and will await the conduct and findings of the investigation before drawing
further conclusions.

While Israel should be afforded the time to complete its process, we expect Israel’s
commission and military investigation will be carried out promptly. We also expect
that, upon completion, its findings will be presented publicly and will be presented to
the international community.
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In a taped interview airing on "Fox News Sunday," Rice also rejects reports that Afghan

President Hamid Karzai wants to make a deal with the Taliban because he no longer believes
the U.S. can win the war.

By Fox News Sunday
hitp://www.realcleas rpolitics.com/articles/2010/06/13/interview with am mbassador susan rice 105052.html

WALLACE: Ambassador, let's turn to Israel and how to investigate
its raid of the Turkish ship that was trying to run the blockade that
the Israelis have imposed on Gaza.

Does the Obama administration oppose any effort by U.N. General
Secretary - Secretary General Ban Ki-moon to establish an
international investigation?

RICE: Chris, our position has been very clear from the point two
weeks ago when we worked very hard and I worked very hard in the
Security Council to try to pass a presidential statement that called for
a credible, impartial, prompt and transparent investigation.

We've said from the outset that we believe Israel has the will and the
capacity to conduct such a credible and impartial investigation.
We've been working very closely with Israel over the course of the
last two weeks as they think through how they plan to constitute such
an investigation. And that is what we support and what we think is...

WALLACE: But let me...
RICE: ... necessary to address this...
(CROSSTALK)

WALLACE: Ambassador, let me ask you a couple of specific
questions, and we're running out of time, so I'm going to ask for brief
answers, if I can, from you.

Will the U.S. refuse to cooperate in a U.N. investigation? Will the
U.S. refuse to pressure Israel to participate in a U.N. commission?

RICE: We are not pressuring Israel to participate in anything that it
chooses not to participate in. We wouldn't actually have any role if
there were to be a U.N. investigation.

But, Chris, nothing has been decided, to my knowledge, by the
secretary general. Nothing has been announced. So the only
investigation that we're certain is imminent is the one that Israel is
constituting.

We have every expectation that it will constitute a process that, in the
end, we will all deem to be credible and impartial...
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WALLACE: Well, let me ask you...

RICE: ... and we think that's what's required, and we're looking
forward to it.

WALLACE: Ambassador, let me ask you about that. Does the .S,
want to see an international role in an Israeli investigation?

RICE: We think that an international component would strengthen
the investigation and certainly buttress its credibility in the eyes of
the international community, and we've had discussions with Israel
as to how and whether they might go about doing that.

WALLACE: Well, I guess I have to ask why. And a simple question:
Would the U.S. accept foreign participation if this country were
investigating actions by the U.S. military?

RICE: I think it depends on the circumstances, Chris. That's
obviously a hypothetical. But in this instanee, it's obviously
ultimately the Israelis' choice. They have every right, as we would
and any other nation would, to conduct a national investigation of
any event that affects their national security. We'll wait to see what
exactly it is and how Israel decides to proceed. But our view is
that Israel, as a democracy, as a country with a tradition of
strong military justice, can conduct an investigation of this
sort however it chooses to constitute it.

And we hope and expect and believe that it will be credible and
impartial and...

WALLACE: And...
RICE: ... meet the terms of the statement that we all agreed to.
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N R ., June 16, 2010
A oy yoUn nn 1
Per Hangl Delivery
Lord David Trimble

Mr, Ken Watkin

Deat Lord Trimble and Mr. Watkin,

I am pleased to inform you that on June 14, 2010 the Government of
Israel resolved to establish an independent public commission, headed by retited
Supreme Court Justice Ya'akov Terkel, and including Prof. Shabtai Rosen and
Maj.-Gen. (Res.) Amos Horev, to examine specific aspects of the actions taken by

the State of Istael to prevent the arrival of a vessel at the Gaza shore on May 31,
2010.

Given the extraordinary circumstances surrounding the event, the
Government resolved to appoint you to serve as foreign experts and observers to
the commission. As such, you will participate in the discussions and consultations
held by the commission, although you will not have the right to vote regarding the
commission's procedures and conclusions.

The Government resolution specifies: the topics to be examined by the
commission and about which it will present its conclusions; the commission's
scope of authority; the order of the commission's discussions and its work
processes; instructions regarding how public the commission's discussions will be
and the limits placed on the presentation of documents and information to the
observers; authorization of the commission to appoint individuals to help with its
work; instructions regarding the presentation of the commission's report and its
publication; instructions regarding the disposition of the protocols and materials
presented to the commission on completion of its task; immunity from
prosecution for anyone testifying before the commission.
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Attached please find a copy of Government Resolution No. 1796 of Junc

14, 2010, for your perusal.

cce

Sincerely,

s

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

Justice (Ret.) Ya'akov Terke! — Chairman of the Public Commission
Prof. Shabtai Rosen

Maj.-Gen. (Res.) Amos Horev

Mr. Yehuda Weinstein — Attorney General

Mz, Eyal Gabbai — Director General of the Prime Minister's Office
Ms. Shiomit Barnea-Farago — Legal Adviser, Prime Minister's Office
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